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Timeline: This will be an ongoing project during the school year, starting in September and culminating in the spring.

Project Overview: 

The 3rd grade class at Proctor Elementary School will be studying community history as part of the expected curriculum. As part of the community studies, they will focus on the neighborhoods in town; discovering how they have changed over time. In order to do this, they will read about the town’s history, examine old photographs and maps of their neighborhood, explore and map their neighborhoods, and interview neighbors and older people who know the history of the neighborhood. Students will take part in photographing neighborhoods and neighbors, and in using audio or videotapes to record interviews. Students will get together with other students and adults from that neighborhood to share what they have discovered about their neighborhood, and will collaboratively come up with an idea for a simple service project that could be done to improve their neighborhood. Another aspect of this project will be communicating with children from an inner city school in Burlington that has a diverse socio-economic and ethnic population, and learning what challenges that neighborhood faces in comparison to small town neighborhoods.

Description of participants: My third grade class will be the main participants, but I will involve their families, neighbors, older community members, members of the historical society, and other students in our school.

Materials and Resources needed:

$ 
photos of community people, buildings, neighborhoods
$ 
local historical maps and current maps
$ 
old town directories
$ 
census data from late 1800's, early 1900's and current census information
$ 
Proctor history including books published about the town, including my book written for my students
$ 
Guide to architecture of our town, which includes neighborhood maps, pictures of some houses
$ 
digital media resources including tape recorders, microphones, video equipment, and digital cameras
$ 
consumable media equipment including audio and video tapes and ink for publishing photos
$ 
community member support for help with projects and interviews
$ 
support from historical society members
$ 
media support from older students, technology staff
Essential Questions:



$ 
What causes neighborhoods to change over time?
$ 
         What roles to people play in a neighborhood?

$ How do neighborhoods shape people’s experiences of community?

Focusing Questions:

· How have our neighborhoods changed over time?
· What is one thing that can be done to help the members of your neighborhood?
$    Does being a neighbor mean living close by to someone, or is it having a sense of connection with another person that lives nearby?
$  In what ways can we learn about our community’s past?
$  In what ways can we communicate to our community what we have learned about the past?
$  What ethnic group(s) lived in your neighborhood in the past?
$  How was your neighborhood different from what it is today in the late 1800's? In the early to mid 1900's? In the mid 1900's?
$  What businesses were in your neighborhood in the past? Now?
$  What types of housing are/were in your neighborhood?
$  What types of jobs did the people in your neighborhood do in the past? In the present?
$  What were some neighborhood events/ cultural activities in the past? In the present?
$  What needs does your neighborhood have now?
$  What can you or a group of people do to improve your neighborhood?
$  What do you think your neighborhood will be like in the future?
$ How is your community different than one in the inner city, and what types of challenges do people in the city face that we don’t face in our small town?
Rationale:

 Students in third grade need to study about their community. It is a perfect time for these students to learn about their community’s past and relate it to the present. They will learn a great deal about their community and learn research techniques by interviewing people and investigating the past. Doing a service project will engage them in their community and give them a sense of purpose. Involving other community members/neighbors will connect the school to the community.

Sharing with Staff and Administrator(s):
This project will be presented by the students and myself to the school community and groups in the community upon its’ completion.

Curricular Learning Goals/ Standards:

The goals for the third grade local history are based on these

 VT Grade Level Expectations:

H&SS3-4:8 Students connect the past with the present by: Describing ways that life in the community and Vermont has both changed and stayed the same over time, Examining how events, people, problems, and ideas have shaped the community and Vermont.

H&SS3-4:9 Students show understanding of how humans interpret history by: Interpreting and using various sources for reconstructing the past, such as documents, letters, diaries, maps, textbooks, photos, and others.

H&SS3-4:10 Students show understanding of past, present, and future time by: Grouping historical events in the history of the local community and stay by broadly defined eras, Making predictions and/or decisions based on an understanding of the past and the present, and identifying an important event in their communities and/or Vermont, and describing a cause and effect of that event.

H&SS3-4:11 Students interpret geography and solve geographic problems by: Creating effective geographic representations using appropriate elements to demonstrate an understanding of relative location, location, size, and shape of the local community.

H&SS3-4:12 Students show understanding of human interaction with the environment over time by: Recognizing patterns of voluntary and involuntary migration.  

H&SS3-4:13 Students analyze how and why cultures continue and change over time by: Describing the contributions of various culture groups to Vermont, Identifying ways in which culture in Vermont has changed, and Identifying expressions of culture in Vermont.

H&SS3-4:14 Students act as citizens by: Demonstrating positive interaction with group members, Identifying problems, planning, and implementing solutions in the classroom, school, and community.

H&SS3-4:3 Students design research by: Identifying tasks and how they will be completed, including a plan for citing sources.

H&SS3-4:1 Students initiate an inquiry by: Asking relevant and focusing questions based on what they have seen, what they have read, what they have listened to, and/or what they have researched.

H&SS304:4 Students conduct research by: Locating relevant materials such as print, electronic, and human resources, Describing evidence and recording observations using notecards, videotape, tape recorders, journals, or databases.

H&SS3-4:5 Students develop reasonable explanations that support the research statement by: Organizing and displaying information in a manner appropriate to the research statement, Classifying information and justifying groupings based upon observations, prior knowledge, and/or research.

H&SS3-4:6 Students make connections to research by: Proposing solutions to problems and asking other questions.

H&SS3-4:7 Students communicate their findings by: Giving an oral, written, or visual presentation that summarizes their findings.

Assessment of Learning Goals:

I will use rubrics to assess student work. I will also survey people involved in the project to find out how they feel about their involvement, as well as what impact they feel this project has had on the community.

Service Goals:

a. I feel this will serve our community in a few different ways. First of all, I feel that students and their families will learn more about their community and become aware of their role in their neighborhood and an appreciation of the people who built their neighborhood in the past. 

I feel our community will gain because of the increase in connections between the youth and young families with other people in the community.

I feel that our projects will benefit the historical society’s collection.

I feel that the service projects that we do will benefit the neighborhoods involved and hopefully be a catalyst for future projects.

I feel that the students involved in the community service project will gain a sense of purpose and worth in their community.

b. The overall need is for establishing connections between community members, and the interviews, neighborhood discussions, and the service project will meet this need.

c. Students will interview neighbors and elderly people who might have lived in their neighborhood in the past, and will discuss with neighbors’ needs and project ideas for their neighborhood.

Evaluation:
I believe the most effective evaluation of this project will be to interview/survey community members involved to see if this project served the needs that were identified. I will also ask students to reflect on the focusing questions and the process in which they have been involved.

Challenges:

a.  Cognitive challenges will be to teach the students how to be good listeners and interviewers, as well as teaching them how to make sense of the information they have gathered. 

Physical challenges will be in setting up interviews and neighborhood discussions and finding the time to conduct these.

 Social challenges will be in finding cooperative interviewees and possible resistance by some groups/subgroups to participate.

The emotional challenges might be in dealing with differences in social economic make-ups of the various neighborhoods in our town and bringing out those differences among peers in the classroom.

B.  Students will face new roles in the role of interviewer and in group discussions. They will also be facing a new role as a vital participant in a group service project.

Participation: As much as possible, I will let students have as much decision-making power as the adults involved. I will attempt to give them roles in almost all aspects of the project so that they truly feel they were involved in all steps.

Diversity: 

a.  We will learn about differences between the socio-economic groups in Proctor’s past, as well as between immigrant groups. There is little diversity in Proctor currently, but there is still some socio-economic diversity. I have also arranged for my students to communicate with a classroom from a low socio-economic neighborhood in Burlington that has had an influx of many recent immigrants to find out how vastly different other neighborhoods can be within our state. 

b. This project will naturally cultivate many contacts with the historical society, neighbors, the elderly in our community, with other students in our school community, as well as acquainting students with historical resources. 

Preparation:  

Students will learn interviewing skills by viewing modeling, by practicing with their families and peers, and will practice listening skills within the classroom setting before interviewing neighbors and others from the community. They will learn how to take digital photos, use audiotapes, and use a video camera as methods of documenting their interviews.

Reflection:

Students will learn how to reflect upon the interviews that they participate in. The teacher will initially guide these reflections, but students will gradually take over that role of guiding the reflection process.

Celebration: Students will be recognized for their efforts in this neighborhood project. A celebration of some sort, such as a neighborhood block party might be a possibility. It’s likely that they will share their work at a public event, such as town meeting or at the Memorial Day celebration.





Unit Outline:

1- Students will read about Proctor’s history.

2- Students will do activities gearing them up for interviewing others, including some homework activities dealing with home interviews, in-class peer interviews, and listening activities.

3- Students will observe and sketch their neighborhood and the people in the neighborhood and will share information about and their sketches of their neighborhood with the class. They will include some aspect of their neighborhood that they think is “unique” or “special”.

4- The class will “explore” what neighborhood can mean (physical proximity or a sense of connection between the people who live in a neighborhood)– they will discuss what their neighborhoods and neighbors are like and what they currently do with their neighbors. They will discuss whom they would like to have for neighbors and explore why. As they start to look at the history of the town and learn that neighborhoods were often settled by ethnic groups, they will discuss possible reasons why these ethnic groups chose to settle close to each other.

5- Students will examine census records, old newspaper articles, look at old town maps, and examine old photos of their neighborhood to discover what life used to be like in their neighborhood.

6- Students will be given assignments to explore their neighborhood and map it.

7- Students will interview people who used to live in the neighborhood long ago, or people who have lived in the neighborhood for a long period of time.

8- Students will interview people who currently live in the neighborhood and will take photos and use either audio or video tapes to document their interviews.

9- Students will make comparisons between their neighborhood in the late 1800's, the early 1900's, and present day.

10- Students will make a PowerPoint presentation or a video about their neighborhood, focusing on the changes over time.

11- Students will connect with students from a school in Burlington to make comparisons between an urban, socially and ethnically diverse neighborhood and their own.

12- Group discussions will be held with neighbors to share what the students have learned and to discuss possible service projects.

13- Students will become involved in service projects with their neighbors.

14- A culminating celebration will be held involving students and community members who were involved in the project as well as other neighbors. This might take the form of a neighborhood “block” party event or an “Our Yard” celebration in the town park.






