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| came to this class excited and energized. eHdpat it would help me to finally
use my technical skills with my students in a meghil way. Personally, |
enthusiastically embrace technology and | am exgkict teach my students how to use
it, however, | have often struggled to find waystooothly incorporate technology into
my curriculum. I'm also very interested in commntyrand Place Based Education. This
class seemed like an ideal way for me to develplamfor combining my interests in
community and documentary work with my students.

As the class began, learning more about ethnograpth the ways to get to know
people through the interviewing process was reaflpiring. | loved being part of the
audience. Next came the “deep hang” and that iessecomfortable experience. |
approached our first interview with trepidationt#dugh | have participated in hundreds
of professional interviews, | was usually tucketesabehind my camera. The idea of
being face to face with Robin, of The Round Roluithout the security of a camera was
intimidating. Of course, she is such a wonderfd aasy person to talk with that my fear
dissipated quickly. I left that situation with warfeelings for having met a very sweet
new person.

Next was the chance to dabble with the technoldgyas looking forward to the
hands on activity this would entail and thoughtduhd choose to practice more video
production. | was surprised to feel myself drawmatidio instead, mostly, | think,
because of Erica’s obvious passion and energyh#optocess. | was not disappointed. |
thoroughly enjoyed learning to use these new tantscould easily imagine transferring
this learning to experiences | could create withstudents.

The technology came easily to me however; thevigeting process still seemed
difficult. | believe this was in part because Isnaterviewing children. | felt a great
responsibility to give back to the children | watking with. As a result, | answered their
guestions and let them play with the audio equigraesmmuch as | asked questions of

them. | thoroughly enjoyed the experience butifeltould have been easier to compile a



cohesive, informative piece of audio if | had beéting at the table with the adults. In
the end though, | was very content with what | whke to produce.

As is typical for me, | found inspiration in thegsentations from other teachers. |
was in awe of what Kate and Gene had accomplishigdtieir students. Again, | was
moved by their passion and energy. They both werthoughtful and caring about their
students and their larger community. While | wapliessed by what they had
accomplished with their students, | was also woindervhat a comparable project would
look like with younger kids. | think it was Davwdho shared a graphic of
developmentally appropriate focuses for childrerkept referring to that image in the
back of my mind. | wanted to develop a project thauld be most meaningful to
elementary aged children.

Meeting with my Monkton Central School colleagudsund that we had similar
ideas about how to use what we had learned witlowuarstudents. Although we started
with very big ideas, | felt strongly that the prcijée manageable in order to increase our
chances of successful completion. Ultimately, weided on a series of expanding
projects that would grow larger. The image of Rarssiesting dolls comes to mind; as
the students’ experience increased so would thedtieof the projects and the size of the
audiences. | can envision these projects contintargrow and perhaps even connecting
with the high school in future years.

One of the best things about this class was ttwaiK it with two colleagues from
my school. Too often | take a class, get all @ct#nd have grandiose plans only to lose
steam when | get back to my own busy classroontlanthherent expectations of the
administration. | feel that having a plan with tether teachers in the school will give us
enough momentum and support to carry through withvesion. If any of us starts to get
bogged down there will be colleagues there whokesp us moving or help us overcome
obstacles. | feel confident that the projects weehplanned will be exciting and

challenging for my students and that we will besaol complete them successfully.



