Arts in My Community Curriculum

By Rachel Spatz

Lead Organization:

VSA arts of Maine

Collaborators:

Denmark Arts Center, Denmark, Maine

Michael Dana, Filmmaker, Fryeburg, Maine

Jo Radner, Folklorist & Storyteller, Lovell, Maine

Each participating student

Parents of participating students

Communities of the Western Oxford Foothills

Participant Grade Levels:

Grades 6-8

Project Overview:

This project offers a unique opportunity for a diverse group of students from the western oxford foothills region of Maine to learn the process of ethnography (the study of cultural experience through interviewing, participation, and observation), apply this process in the form of direct fieldwork - researching the arts in their community, and then document and edit and present a video project about the arts in their community. This project will facilitate student and community engagement in the arts, engagement in their communities, and engagement with each other.
Project Objectives:

To engage students in active participation with their community and peers of different background and ability levels. To broaden student and community understanding of the arts.  To support student learning in and through the arts.  To engage students in visual media and communication.

Framing Questions:

What is community?

What is our community?

How are the arts a part of our community?

What do we learn through the arts in our community?

What does the community learn from us?

What do we learn from each other?

What do we learn about ourselves?

Project Outline:

This project will take place over the course of 12 weeks in the Winter/Spring of 2007 (providing funding is received).

	Session 1

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Mari Hook, Jo Radner
	What are the arts?

What is community?

What arts are in my community?

	Session 2

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Jo Radner
	Storytelling, oral history and the arts around us.

	Session 3

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Jo Radner
	Ethnography: Research & Interviewing in the field

	Session 4

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Jo Radner
	Information/Fieldnote collection & reflection

	Session 5 - extended

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Michael Dana, Jo Radner
	Video: Visual images and storytelling

	Session 6

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Michael Dana
	Filming in the field

	Session 7 – extended\

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Michael Dana, Mari Hook, Jo Radner
	Reflection, review and writing

Log, capture, Edit

	Session 8

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Michael Dana
	Editing the Video Project

	Session 9

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Michael Dana, Jo Radner, Mari Hook
	Screening – final reflection

	Session 10

Leaders: Rachel Spatz, Michael Dana, Jo Radner, Mari Hook
	Community Screening & Reception


Maine State Learning Results Alignment:

	Social Studies

- History

- Geography
	Students will conduct ethnographic field research, gathering information from community members on the arts and the historical and contemporary and compare community perspectives in collaboration with other student’s field research.

Student will map out their community in its physical aspects and cultural aspects.

	English Language Arts

- Language & Images

- Informational Texts

- Research

- Writing & Speaking
	Students will analyze speech patterns through the transcription and reflection of field interviews and video/audio documentation and recognize factors that influence regional speech patterns.

Through Interviews with community members students will develop listening skills and create repertoire organizing information and gain knowledge of the use of language in the context of documentation and representation.

Student will conduct direct research in the community, document interview and plan, draft, revise and finalize the audio script for the final video project.

	Visual & Performing Arts

- Creative Expression

- Cultural Heritage
	Students will conduct direct research into the human experience of the arts in their community, the enrichment of the community and individual through experiences with the arts, the communal experience of the arts and the kinship the arts can provide to people of diverse backgrounds and abilities.

	Science & Technology

- Communication
	Student will collaborate in teams and as a group on the final video project, developing problem solving strategies, communicating views in both the project and the project concept and outcomes and identify and perform the roles necessary to accomplish the project as a group.


Project Evaluation & Assessments:

Throughout the Arts in My Community project, the following methods will be used to evaluate student learning, engagement with the arts, engagement with community and communication.

● Interviews will be recorded and evaluated for themes and trends

● Participant program journals and portfolios are gathered and evaluated for the establishment of benchmarks in order to gauge student progress

● Post-event audience surveys will be administered to receive general participation information

● Artist activity logs are collected and evaluated and interviews conducted with respect to artists’ observation of student growth, skill development, or other stated goals

● Video or photo documentation will be gathered, viewed, and evaluated for themes and trends  

● Written evaluation forms will be collected at the end of the project and the information and data aggregated

In addition to these methods, VSA arts of Maine will work with project collaborators in the incorporation of Localized Assessment Methods to meet the needs of local school-based standards as well as alignment with participating student’s Individualized Education Plans.
Project Implementation Plan:

I’ve written a grant and applied to the Maine Community Foundation’s Expansion Arts Fund to provide funding for this project.  The collaborative planning process and recruitment of students will begin upon receipt of the grant.  I have included a copy of the grant narrative for review.  We are all very excited about this project and have high hopes to receive the funding to make it work.

